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... Pure MIDI Drum Machine Beats
Me is a pure MIDI based x0x-like
drum machine that grows out of
frustration with various soft drum
machines. It is inspired by the Korg
ES-1 and Fruity Loops, the Rebirth
from AccessMixer2, the Roland
TR-707 and a lot of other drum
machines. It is programmed
entirely with Studio Ableton
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Live/Mac. It can operate without a
mouse or MIDI keyboard. In fact you
can also run the software without
the need for any graphics card at
all. + Download (210.1 MB)
Documentation If you cannot use
the mouse, e.q. if you're sight
impaired like | am, most software
drum machines aren't any good.
Few, if any, let you map the step
keys on the keyboard directly, input
rhythms in real time and all in all
control all aspects of pattern and
song playback without using the
rodent. Even fewer soft beat boxes
respect your Windows fonts, colors
and use the standard controls, here
again Beats Me is quite different.
Beats Me's main goal is to be a fully




keyboard usable and screen reader
accessible MIDI drum machine with
a minimalist feature set. Mouse
usage is supported as an after
thought, which is quite the contrary
of most music software. |I've added
the features | use myself and am
sharing this drum machine in the
hopes of it being useful for other
people, too. The source is also
available under GPL like terms (ask
me for the details), though the GU|
bits are messy and Windows
specific. It has never been designhed
to be run as a drum machine. It was
meant to be used as a drum
machine development tool and the
main goals of this tool are to make
drum creation and editing as easy




as possible and to let you solve
problems quickly. Sometimes, you
want to try out your current drum
pattern and it just isn't working out.
Then, you need to know what it is
doing wrong. Sometimes, you've
made a drum pattern and you just
aren't happy with it. So, you might
want to chop it up, add some
effects to it or move parts around.
Sometimes, you might want to try
something out. You might even
make a whole song and just want to
test something, say, to know what
the power of a monophonic synth
Is. So, Beats Me is a very powerful
development tool to help you solve
all of these problems quickly
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It’s quite hard to describe what this
app is about, so I'll try to explain
what it isn’t: This is not a soft piano-
based beat box, nor does it require
track selection or step control. The
goal of the application is to provide
a pure keyboard based drum
machine. To play you set the length
of the song (up to 64 bars long) and
run the lead in the background.
While it's running you mix songs,
adjust volume, volume envelope,
pan, or lock the view to the
selected song. You can use your
right hand keyboard to play the
various drums, using the physical
keys to the left of the drum pads as
shown in the examples above. You
can also assign any of the ten drum




keys to your other ten keys. The
only requirement is that you have
the same drum key on both hands
In the same column, or on the right
hand keys one and on the left hand
keys the other. (E.g. Kon Al and K
on A2.) You can also use the
keyboard shortcuts listed below for
pattern playing. Some are available
In two or even three different
versions on the Windows keys. The
buttons on the bottom left control
the sequence progress, looping,
vibrato and stereo panning. And
finally the support keys let you
change the tempo, gain and pan. If
you run the application as a
background application, any
changes you make are not saved.




This means that you need to run
the application as a foreground
application to save your changes.
When a song is done you press the
STOP button in the middle of the
top screen. This will stop playback
of the song and save all pattern
settings. When you load a song, the
first 16 bars will be pre-selected to
serve as the basic drumming
pattern. The rest of the song is
played using the sequence of
patterns. You can select the pre-
selected patterns for playback
using the buttons at the bottom of
the screen. When you press the
STOP button, the last song in the
queue Is stopped. If there is only
one song in the queue, it will play




that song back to completion.
However, Iif there are more than
one song in the queue, pressing
STOP will stop the last song. There
IS no recording function. | didn’t
want to depend on a third-party
library like Audacity. The only
sound playback comes from the
iInternal audio playback processor.
You can select your input sound
with the aab7ecbc25
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Fast, easy, fun, use your keyboard
to play drums; uses a multiple step
key sequence for the snare drum
step(not like a FW analog drum
machine, but something like a step
sequencer like the Roland ES-1 or
the Yamaha PW-15 or 88 style
analog). Also works with an
external sequencer that you feed as
MIDI input. As a bonus, it has a built
In reverb with parameters that are
easy to read. Enjoy: ¢ 8 sample
types (drums & percussion, claps,
shaker & cymbal) « 16 samples per
type (4 versions) ¢ All 8 samples
sequenced for variable speed
playback ¢ Each sample is




customizable ¢ 8 presets for
starting you off (order may vary in
play back) ¢ Selectable notes in the
high notes section: b & ¢ (so you
can play chords)  Adjustable
timbre (3 types of sounds) * The
timbre adjusted volume control is a
bit crude but does go up to +8 so
you can compensate for noisy MIDI
cards ¢ Adjustable unison setting
controls the size of the click to
make polyphonic playing of
multiple samples easier
Adjustable kick/snare/tom/cymbal
select toggles the snare to the kick,
or kick to the snare, or cycle
through the 4 (drums) ¢ Small
drum/vocals/percussion portamento
control allows you to play a whole




chorus of a song in a semi auto
way, simply hold your finger down
on a note key until it plays -
Fullscreen mode is activated by
hitting the space bar, perfect for
watching TV or web pages ¢ Record
mode is activated by hitting the
stop button, you may not like the
options in the settings * You may
also record/load individual samples
(e.g. kick/snare) and use those later
(requires backups) « Record mode
reverb is a nice touch to help hide
your mistakes ¢ No low-pass filter
on the sound though so you may
need to adjust the volume manually
If your sound card produces extra
noise ¢ The kick is connected
directly to the snare (no pedals),




but the snare is fed through a
dedicated output so you can
connect a footswitch to the kick if
you like ¢ | can never turn off the
sampling (but you can on many
other drum machines) « Sample
start/end points are explicit, so you
can mix in other samples (as
opposed to many

What's New in the Beats Me?

Beats Me is a MIDI based drum
machine, beat sequencer and
player. It was designed to be a little
less extreme than other software
and a little more beginner friendly.
Its controls are in regards of screen
readers and accessibility aimed to
be truly accessible, it contains




accessibility settings that allow you
to for example adjust the volume of
your sequencer's grid or song
without a mouse at all. You can
load drum samples for different
buttons as well as edit their
volume, expression and beater
speed. - MIDI keyboard based, you
can assign any key to any drum
sound, not only a set of pre defined
ones like most other drum
machines - Multiple sequence
lanes, so you can map the keys to
run the sequencer in different lanes
and possibly play patterns on more
than one lane at once - Rhythm
modes, each with its own controls -
Beatmap features, you can adjust
how fast a beat is, adjust the size of




the beat and more - Song playback
- Magnatune support - Export to
MP3 and WAV - Send MIDI files to
other software or a MIDI interface -
Control MS Visual C++ with macros
- Ring modulator - Tape delay -
Reverb - BPM+ (default settings) -
MIDI files to sequence from -
Keytones - Built in drum sequencer
- Built in sequencer - Built in player
- Built in drum lab - Various pattern
creating tools - Pattern export
functions - Record mode - Sound
effects - Various other functions,
too Steps: 1. Install the Windows
version. It's an x86 EXE file, so
install is easy. It's just a normal x86
program without any special
requirements. 2. Run the program




3. Pick a MIDI file to load 4. Start
recording, playback or playing. 5.
Screenshots: You can save the
entire session, including all the
sounds and keys and windows
using the Screenshot button in the
top left corner of the GUI. You can
also save it to a shared area, e.q.
Dropbox, and return to it later using
the Sharing options on the Open
Options menu. Screenshots are
saved as PNG, and you can edit
them if you want to. Screenshots
are currently saved in the default
save location,

~/.beats me/screenshots/.
Screenshots are usually drawn on-
top of the screen and are usually of
the Window on Screen. The




Screenshot button in the lower right




System Requirements For Beats Me:

Minimum: OS: Windows 7 64bit
Processor: Core 2 Duo (required for
highest performance) Memory: 3
GB RAM Hard disk space: 40 GB for
installation Graphics: DirectX 9.0c
compatible video card with Shader
Model 3.0 Sound: DirectX 9.0c
compatible Additional: Internet
connection (Please note: If you are
running Windows XP SP2 or Vista,
you must first upgrade to Vista SP2
or Windows 7 SP1 or better)
Recommended: OS: Windows
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